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on waking and tends to lessen or to disappear in from one to six hours. 

(2) It is usually a dull, heavy ache or a frontal or temporal throbbing; 
less often is it vertical, occipital, or unilateral; rarely is it neuralgic. 

(3) It is chronic and intractable, but may exhibit itself as the common 
occasional headache to which many are subject. (4) It is associated 
with a deficient coagulability of the blood. The subjects of this form 
of headache are usually of the lymphatic type. The expression is 
heavy and listless, the face is full and the eyes puffy, anemia is often 
present, and the whole bearing indicates mental and physical lassitude. 
Symptoms which are often associated with the headache are pain after 
eating, constipation, oedema of face or extremities, dyspnoea, chilblain 
or urticaria, and neuralgia. As treatment the author has employed the 
following in a number of cases with success: A calcium salt has been 
given in order to increase the coagulability of the blood; the lactate is 
to be preferred and may be administered in a mixture containing 15 
grains of this drug, half a minim of tincture of capsicum, and an ounce 
of chloroform water, to be taken three times a day before meals. If 
the lactate cannot be obtained the chloride may be substituted, 15 
grains in an ounce of camphor water. Calcium lactate may be 
combined with bitters and with iron and strychnine, but not with 
alkalies or alkaline carbonates. The constipation should receive 
appropriate treatment and the admixture of a certain amount of milk 
to the diet is advisable. The regimen should be simple; alcohol, 
shell-fish, and strawberries should be avoided. The author suggests that 
the calcium salts may be useful in neuralgias when accompanied by 
diminished coagulability of the blood, and in migraine. He had treated 
six patients suffering from chronic nephritis with these salts and in 
five the headaches and oedema were greatly lessened .—The Lancet 
1906, No. 4299, p. 143. 


Drugs in Uric Acid Conditions. — James F. Goodhart believes that all 
the uric acid solvents, so much vaunted, appear to be equally useless 
for that purpose, but considers that salines have their value, if given 
with discrimination, for facilitating the excretory power of the abdominal 
glands; in this way, water is probably one of the best remedies, but 
should not be drunk to excess, since the popular belief that water 
being harmless, and may be drunk in any quantity, is very possibly un¬ 
true. In the author’s opinion a half-dram of potassium bicarbonate in 
a glass of water taken at bedtime to stem the nightly tide of uric acid 
is one of the most useful recommendations, aside from tonics, cures at 
watering places, and change of scene and air .—The Practitioner , 1906, 
No. 1, p. 9. 

The Action of Drugs in Diabetes. — Karl Fleischer considers it 
difficult to decide what action drugs really exert in diabetes, since the 
elimination of sugar by the urine is subject to spontaneous variations, 
due to intercurrent conditions, the general state of the patient, 
and to emotional influences. In his opinion opium produces 
the most permanent results. Its derivatives are less potent. The 
theory that diabetes is due to abnormal fermentation has led to 
the administration of various substances in the hope of pre¬ 
venting these. Most of the drugs given with this idea are of little 
use, although some of them may prove to a slight extent beneficial. 
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Aspirin acts well in mild cases and salol may prove effectual. Piperazin 
given a half-hour after meals, the gastric contents having been previously 
neutralized by sodium bicarbonate, is appropriate. Many other 
substances have been given on this theory and upon that that diabetes 
results from an insufficiency of the glycolytic ferment. Among the 
latter are beer yeast, hepatic and pancreatic extracts, but these as well 
as decoctions of various vegetable drugs seem to exert no specific action, 
with the possible exception of jambul, which, in connection with, a 
proper dietary, may be given to advantage. The author concludes that, 
with the sole exception of opium, no drug has any specific action in 
diabetes .—Therapeutische Monatshefte, 1905, No. 10, p. 497. 


Doyen’s Cancer Serum. — Alexis Thomson reports four instances of 
cancer in which Doyen’s serum was administered. The first was a 
recurrent scirrhus of the breast in obviously hopeless condition from 
the beginning of the treatment. Injections of the serum were given at 
intervals, but death took place in about three months; no improvement 
whatever was noted, but on several occasions there was a temperature 
reaction. The second was also a recurrent mammary scirrhus in an 
apparently otherwise healthy woman and fulfilling the conditions laid 
down by Doyen for successful treatment by means of his serum. A 
secondary operation preceded by a course of serum injections was 
decided upon; the operation was performed and followed by further 
injections, but the growth recurred and, although its progress was slow 
and the patient’s general health was better than is usual under such 
conditions, death took place seven months after the operation. The 
third was an unfavorable one for serum treatment from the first. It 
was an enormous epithelioma of the jaw and treatment was without 
avail. The fourth was an instance of mistaken diagnosis and not of 
malignant character. It is interesting solely because the reactions 
following the serum injections were quite as marked as in the malignant 
cases described above. The author concludes with the statement that 
the cases are recorded not because in themselves they afford grounds 
for deciding the efficacy of Doyen’s serum, but because when added to 
others they may help in the solution of this question .—The Edinburgh 
Medical Journal, 1906, No. 1, p. 53. 

Marmorek’s Serum in Tuberculosis. — Th. Stephany concludes his 
observations upon this means of combating tuberculosis with the follow¬ 
ing statements: Marmorek’s antituberculous serum has a remarkable 
curative action in pulmonary, pleural, and osseous tuberculosis. It 
is able to arrest the course of the disease and to institute cure; under 
its influence various symptoms, notably pain, are greatly ameliorated. 
It may be employed without danger, if the technique is proper, in all 
forms of tuberculosis. The author injects the serum in doses of from 
15 minims to 3 drams, depending upon the temperature, reaction, and 
the local effect, at two-day intervals. He usually employs gradually 
increasing dosage and intermits the treatment from time to time.— 
Le Progres medicate, 1905, No. 46, p. 835. 



